
Mystery Solved: Family Finds Themselves in a VacaƟon Rental 
Photo 

Imagine checking into a vacaƟon rental and 
discovering a framed picture on the wall that 
includes your own family! That's exactly what 
happened to two sisters from Utah, Libby and 
Aubrey Birrell. 
 
The sisters were staying at an Airbnb rental near 
Oceanside, California, with about 30 relaƟves to 
celebrate their grandfather's 80th birthday. 
While looking around the house, they noƟced a 
large beach photograph hanging on the wall. 
 
At first, Aubrey's father looked at the picture 
and said, "That looks like me." Everyone 
laughed—unƟl they looked more closely. 
 
Soon they realized the people in the photo really were members of their 
family. Aubrey recognized her father, herself, her sister Libby, and her 
brother. They even remembered the swimsuits they were wearing! 
 
The family believes the picture was taken about 10 years earlier during a 
beach trip while they were in California for the brother's soccer 
tournament. 
 
The discovery felt strange at first. The sisters admiƩed they were a liƩle 
creeped out and wondered, "How did our family photo end up on the 
wall of this house?" 
 



They asked the Airbnb host, who explained the mystery. The home had 
been decorated by a local photographer who specializes in taking aerial 
photographs of beaches. She oŌen enlarges her favorite beach scenes 
and uses them as artwork in vacaƟon rentals. 
 
The photographer had simply captured the family by chance while they 
were enjoying a day at the beach years earlier. No one knew who they 
were—the family just happened to be in the right place at the right Ɵme. 
 
AŌer the sisters shared the story online, millions of people watched the 
video. Some viewers joked that it sounded like the beginning of a mystery 
or horror movie. Others shared stories about unexpectedly seeing 
themselves in adverƟsements, brochures, or photographs years later. 
 
The Airbnb host was so surprised by the discovery that they even offered 
to give the family a copy of the photo to keep. 
 
Today, instead of feeling uneasy, the family looks back on the experience 
with laughter. What first seemed like a mystery turned into a wonderful 
reminder that life is full of unexpected surprises—and someƟmes a 
simple photograph can bring back memories from many years ago. 
 
 

 

 


